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An ad for the L.C Smith & Bros. typewriter.
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The Ideal, circa 1900.

placement of parts became the settled form of
today. The Underwood was the first to introduce
this variation.””’ Several lines further on, the book
reiterates that ‘‘ ... the foregoing remarks were
made in connection with comments on the subject
of the present almost universal building of standard
machines along lines in type baskets originated by
the Underwood ... "' The horizontal type-basket
produces the frontstrike system, the “modern’’
form of typewriter design all right, so you could
definitely get the impression from the Condensed
History that the 1896 Underwood was the first
modern typewriter.

But elsewhere in the same book is a description of
a little typewriter called the Daugherty. First
brought to the market in 1890, the Daugherty had a
frontstrike typebasket.

Why the Daugherty is ignored in the Condensed
History’s section on the Underwood is an enigma,
for the Daugherty was by no means an obscure
invention. It is mentioned again when the same
book deals with it as the Pittsburg Visible, the
name the Daugherty acquired in 1898. Around
1915, the Pittsburg was marketed under various
additional names, including Reliance Visible,
Reliance Premier, Decker-Beachler, and Schilling.
Thus, in calling the Underwood ‘‘the first to
introduce this variation”’ the Condensed History 18
overlooking a machine that was on the market at
least six years earlier, that was sold under at least a
half-dozen different names, and that had a lifetime
on the market of about 31 years.

But not even James Daugherty was the first to
conceive of the horizontal frontstrike typebasket.
His machine may have been the first to go into
mass-production with this configuration, but it is
known that messrs. Prouly and Hines secured a
patent for a frontstrike design in 1887, as did one A.
Grundy. Since patents can be granted on the basis
of drawings alone, there 1s 1o positive indication
that these machines were ever assembled. But, i
one is to believe the particulars inscribed upon a
recently discovered typewriter, a frontstrike
machine was designed, built, and used (but
apparently never patented) even before the
Daugherty (see Oct. osth cover picture). The
machine is labeled:

Made by
wW.J. Hull
Alexandria. S.D. 1888-89
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The Ford typewriter advertised in 1896.
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An 1899 Fox typewriter advertisement.
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A full page ad for the Fox typewriter.

The Fay-Sho No. 4 [Remington-Sholes], c. 1898.

That this typewriter was not mass-produced 18
evidenced by the fact that its keytops were taken
from a Crandall New Model (and its carriage design
and ribbon spool configuration emulate the
Crandall) and that one of its typebars, apparently
cut too long, has a deliberate bend to equalize its
length with the others. Yet, although hand-made,
the machine was no mere demonstration model. It
possesses an end-of-line warning bell, a refinement
unnecessary unless a machine is to be regularly
typed upon; and its platen is scored in the fashion
that reveals heavy usage. The design concept 18
extremely well thought-out, and the workmanship
throughout the machine is outstanding. It is clear
that considerable planning went into this well-used
typewriter. If W.J. Hull indeed did build his
typewriter during 1888-89, it is entirely possible
that he was working out the intricacies
years earlier. '

The W.J. Hull typewriter 1s listed in no known
reference on typewriters, and the inventor’s name 18
unheard-of in the field. Why it was built and for
whom are as mysterious as why it did not become
the most famous typewriter of its age, for it 1s a
brilliant piece of work that was nearly a decade
ahead of its time. Yet, as far as is known, the
material presented here constitutes the first
published reference to the W.J. Hull typewriter.

Whatever the answers to the Hull enigma, the
machine itself seems to suggest that someone was
typing from a visible-writing frontstrike typebask-
et earlier than has been previously suspected. That
authorities do not relay this is no indictment of
their work, for not every obscure invention can
possibly be covered. It is when the authorities make
gross misstatements about well-known machines
that they should be taken to task. For instance, one
might believe that

THE L.C. SMITH TYPEWRITER INNOVATED ALMOST
EVERYTHING WONDERFUL ABOUT MODERN
TYPEWRITERS

The 1923 Condensed History gives us some
remarkable balderdash about the L.C. Smith &
Bros. typewriter. While these remarks are outright
falsehoods by any interpretation, they have been
joyfully seized over the years by the advertising
departments of the 1, C. Smith company and its
successor, Smith-Corona, and repeated for as much
of eternity as they can get away with. The effect of

|continued on page 242]




